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AN ACT
To repeal section 453.121, RSWMb, and to enact

in lieu thereof one new section relating to
adoption records.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF M SSCOURI,
AS FOLLONG

Section A  Section 453.121, RSMo, is repeal ed and one new
section enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as section 453. 121,
to read as follows:

453.121. 1. As used in this section, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwi se, the follow ng terns nean:

(1) "Adopted adult", any adopted person who is twenty-one
years of age or over

(2) "Adopted child", any adopted person who is |ess than
twenty-one years of age;

(3) "Adult sibling", any brother or sister of the whole or
hal f bl ood who is twenty-one years of age or over

(4) "ldentifying information”, information which includes
the nane, date of birth, place of birth and | ast known address of
t he bi ol ogi cal parent;

(5) "Nonidentifying information”, information concerning
t he physical description, nationality, religious background and
medi cal history of the biological parent or sibling.

2. Al papers, records, and information pertaining to an

adopti on whet her part of any permanent record or file may be
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di scl osed only in accordance with this section.

3. MNonidentifying information, if known, concerning
undi scl osed bi ol ogi cal parents or siblings shall be furnished by
t he child-placing agency or the juvenile court to the adoptive
parents, |egal guardians or adopted adult upon witten request
t herefor.

4. An adopted adult may make a witten request to the
circuit court having original jurisdiction of such adoption to
secure and disclose information identifying the adopted adult's
bi ol ogi cal parents. The court shall, within ten days of receipt
of the request, notify in witing the adoptive parents of such
petitioner and the child-placing agency or juvenile court
personnel having access to the information requested of the
request by the adopted adult.

5. Wthin three nonths after receiving notice of the
request of the adopted adult, the child-placing agency or
juvenile court personnel shall notify the adoptive parents, if
such adoptive parents are living and shall not nake any attenpt
to notify the biological parents wi thout prior witten consent of
such adoptive parents for adoptions instituted or conpleted prior
to August 13, 1986, but may proceed if there is proof that the
adoptive parents are deceased or incapacitated, as such termis
defined in chapter 475, RSMo. |f the adoptive parents are |living
but are unwilling to give such witten consent, the child-placing

agency or the juvenile court personnel shall nmake a witten



report to the court stating that they were unable to notify the
bi ol ogi cal parent. |If the adoptive parents are deceased or give
witten consent, the child-placing agency or the juvenile court
personnel shall nake reasonable efforts to notify the biol ogical
parents of the request of the adopted adult. The child-placing
agency or juvenile court personnel may charge actual costs to the
adopted adult for the cost of making such search. Al
conmmuni cations under this subsection are confidential. For
pur poses of this subsection, "notify" neans a personal and
confidential contact with the biol ogical parent of the adopted
adult, which initial contact shall not be made by mail and shal
be made by an enpl oyee of the child-placing agency which
processed the adoption, juvenile court personnel or sone other
i censed chil d-placing agency designated by the chil d-placing
agency or juvenile court. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to permt the disclosure of comunications privil eged
pursuant to section 491.060, RSMo. At the end of three nonths,
the chil d-placing agency or juvenile court personnel shall file a
report with the court stating that each biol ogical parent that
was | ocated was given the follow ng information

(1) The nature of the identifying information to which the
agency has access;

(2) The nature of any nonidentifying information requested,

(3) The date of the request of the adopted adult;

(4) The right of the biological parent to file an affidavit



with the court stating that the identifying information should be
di scl osed,;

(5) The effect of a failure of the biological parent to
file an affidavit stating that the identifying information should
be di scl osed.

6. |If the child-placing agency or juvenile court personnel
reports to the court that it has been unable to notify the
bi ol ogi cal parent within three nonths, the identifying
information shall not be disclosed to the adopted adult.

Addi tional requests for the same or substantially the sane
information may not be nmade to the court within one year fromthe
end of the three-nmonth period during which the attenpted
notification was made, unless good cause is shown and | eave of
court is granted.

7. 1f, within three nonths, the child-placing agency or
juvenile court personnel reports to the court that it has
notified the biological parent pursuant to subsection 5 of this
section, the court shall receive the identifying information from
t he child-placing agency. |If an affidavit duly executed by a
bi ol ogi cal parent authorizing the release of information is filed
with the court, the court shall disclose the identifying
information as to that biological parent to the adopted adult,
provi ded that the other biological parent either:

(1) I's unknown;

(2) Is known but cannot be found and notified pursuant to



section 5 of this act;

(3) |Is deceased; or

(4) Has filed with the court an affidavit authorizing
rel ease of identifying information. |[If the biological parent
fails or refuses to file an affidavit with the court authorizing
the release of identifying information, then the identifying
information shall not be released to the adopted adult. No
addi tional request for the same or substantially the sane
information may be made within three years of the tinme the
bi ol ogi cal parent fails or refuses to file an affidavit
aut hori zing the release of identifying information.

8. If the biological parent is deceased but previously had
filed an affidavit with the court stating that identifying
information shall be disclosed, the information shall be
forwarded to and rel eased by the court to the adopted adult. If
t he bi ol ogi cal parent is deceased and, at any tine prior to his
death, the biological parent did not file an affidavit with the
court stating that the identifying information shall be
di scl osed, the adopted adult may petition the court for an order
releasing the identifying information. The court shall grant the
petition upon a finding that disclosure of the information is
necessary for health-rel ated purposes.

9. Any adopted adult whose adoption was finalized in this
state or whose biological parents had their parental rights

termnated in this state may request the court to secure and



di scl ose identifying informati on concerning an adult sibling [and
upon a finding by the court that such information is necessary
for urgent health-related purposes in the same manner as provided
in this section]. ldentifying information pertaining exclusively
to the adult sibling, whether part of the permanent record of a
file in the court or in an agency, shall be released only upon
consent of that adult sibling.

10. The central office of the division of famly services

of the departnent of social services shall maintain a registry by

whi ch bi ol ogi cal parents, adult siblings, and adoptive adults may
indicate their desire to be contacted by each other. The

di vision may request such identification for the registry as a
party may possess to assure positive identifications. |If the

di vision believes that a match has occurred on the registry

bet ween both bi ol ogi cal parents and an adopted adult, an enpl oyee
of the division shall make the confidential contact provided in
subsection 5 of this section with the biological parents and with
the adopted adult. |If the division believes that a match has
occurred on the registry between one biol ogical parent and an
adopted adult, an enployee of the division shall make the
confidential contact provided by subsection 5 of this section
with the biological parent. The division shall then attenpt to
make such confidential contact with the other biological parent,
and shall proceed thereafter to make such confidential contact

with the adopted adult only if the division determ nes that the



ot her bi ol ogi cal parent neets one of the conditions specified in

subsection 7 of this section. If the division believes that a

mat ch has occurred on the reqgistry between an adult sibling and

an _adopted adult, an enpl oyee of the division shall nmake the

confidential contact with the adult sibling. The biol ogical

parent, adult sibling, or adopted adult nmay refuse to go forward

with any further contact between the parties when contacted by
t he divi sion.

11. The provisions of this section, except as provided in
subsection 5 of this section governing the release of identifying
and noni dentifying adoptive information apply to adoptions

conpl eted before and after August 13, 1986.



